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GRANT S. HEALY NAMED GENERAL PLANTS MANAGER

New assignments o1 several members Other appoiniments include: g
s A

of the execulive and mansgerial staff
of Belding Heminway Company. Ine.
were announced by Mr. R H Brown,
Directuor of Operatlons for the Thread
Diviglons, New York Executive Office.
All assigninents were effectve as of
January 8, 1971,

Sebantinn 5. Cerreto

Clinton B. Adams Manager, Manufacturing
Manager., Planning and Scheduling Putnom and Grogvenor Dale
Thread Operatlons Thread Omerations
Grant 8 Healy was named General ——a ——— ——

Flants Manager, Thrend Operations, en-
compassing the company's manufaciur-
ing facliitiez in Putnam and Grogvenor
Dale, Connectieut, and in Hendersonville,
North Carolina,

Mr. Healy joined Belding at Putham
in September 1948 55 a8 mechanical en.
gineer. In late summer of 1950 he was
transfevred tow North Carollia, where
ne Agsumed a very active role in the
construction and in the manufacturing
aperalion of Belding's plant in Hender-
sonville.

In 1885 an cxpansion of that facility
tir aloubile its production capabilities was
completed under hos supervision. His
mnat recent title was plant mabager,
the position he leaves to assume hix
new dutkes in Putnam

A native of Webster, Massachusetts, he
received a B.S. Degree in Mechanical
Engineering at Lowell Technological In
siitute, Lowell, Mapssachusetts, and =
Mauster's Degree at Northeastern Uni-
versity, Hoaston,

Walter . Craw was appointed plant
He 15 affilated with the Professivaal William . Tempie manager, Belding Chemical Industries,
Engineers Saociety, American Society of Manager, Manufaciuring Services Grosvenor Dale operativns.
{Continued on page 5! Thread Cperations iContinued on page 4)
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JOINT MEETING HELD BY ASSOCIATION AND CREDIT UNION

A joint mecling of the BHC Employees Association and Belcort Employees Federal Credit Union was he.d at the Bclding
Clubhouse Sunday, January 24, 1971, A buffet supper catered by Dully was cajoyed following adjourament of the meeting.

d?_‘

Henry “Bobe™ Robillxrd of the Dye-
house was clected to serve as president
of the Assoclation for 1971, Others clected
were:

Richard Delage, Vice-President
(Technician, Cost Department)

Kathl Pelerson, Secretary
(Secretary to
Messrs. Cerreto and Couture)

Alexine Phaneul, Treasurer
(Personncl Office:

Mary Dupre. Assistant Treassurwe
tDilling and Stausties)

Directors  elevled to serve {we-year
terrns were

Lucille Caske (3rd Floor!
Charlez Belair (Dychouse)
Louis Flagy i3rd Floon)
Rose Page (R P D)

Fdgar Tetreault (Klevator Oprrator)
Lawrence Light (Automatic Bobbin

Witnding)
Josephine Stenback (B.C 1o

Direrctors with sn unexpired term of
une year are:

James Prokos (Engineering)
Leonel Dardier (Dyehouser
Rita Sullivan (Research)
Jeannette Dawvis (Throwing)
Ray Esten (Throwiog)

Ihane Robillard (Quality Control)

At the Belcort Employees Federul
Credit Umen Meeting President Psul
Gauthier announced that the Board of
Directors vated to pay (o its members
a dividend of 53%,% based on the eredit
wioy  caraings for the year 1970. The
dwvidend will be paid to shareholders «f
record as of December 31, 1970

The Board of Direclors hay alsa aisth
orized the payruent uf a 254 patronage
retund on all interest paid on loan: dur-
g N0

Ofllivers reelveted o serve for 197
e President Puul Gaathier and Secre-
tary-Treasurer Alexine FPhaneuf.

Others are:

Vice-President: Charles Sullivan
Directors. Clintun Adams
Roiand Bellerive
Ernest Vigesnt
Tom Musumeci
Clerk Dorothy Schaeffer
WALTER E. CRAW
«Conunued from page 1)

Mr. Craw resides in West Thompson
with his wife, Phyllis, and four children
NDaughter RBeverly i3 s sophomore at
Tourtellolte Memorial High Schoul; Bet-
s¥ is in the scventh grade of Junior High,
son Peter is a freshman at the Umiversity
of Coanecticut; and David, a UConn
Kiraduate s wairmg Tur his orders tu
enter the service as a Lieutenant,

Waoiter Craw iy very active on the
Thorupson School Board, and his wife
volunteers a great deal of her spare
time to the Ssivation Army.

Mr. Craw's father, an cmployee at Gen-
cral Electric, moved his family to severul
locations; so, although Waller was burn
in Schenectady, New York, he also lived
in Mhnais, New Jersey, and Connectleut.
He was gruduated from Ohlo State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science in
Chemical Engineering in 1943, He came
to Beldings from Army Chemical War-
farc Service with the rank uf sergeant
in August 1940,




Walter E. Craw
AN Autobiography

In August T accepted an offer from Belding Heminway Co.
lorated in the town of Putnam in the extreme N.E. gorner of
Connecticut. I was to stasy with Belding for 32 vears until my
retiremert in 1985, There was some irony in this, herzause
remembering back to ore of our Chem. Engr. classes where we
were given 3 brief exposure to textile chemietry and
technelugy 1 had decidec that it was neither very interesting
notr very attractive and would not be a field where I would
want to work, Belding is a textile company - a leading
supplier of household and industrial sewing threads for over
100 years. They were embharking on 3 development program that
was te revelutionize the industrial thread market, mainly in
nylon, with a product oalled Nymo. The individual fine
filaments had always been *twistad together to form the
finished thread, but the twistirg resulted in a relatively
rough surface that caused heat Lo build - up through friction
when the thread passed 4Yhraugh the eye nof 3 needle at
extremely high speed in industrial sewing machires. The
result is thread breakage and down - time., which is very bad
newe, Nvmo was not twisted but was honded with an alcohol
soluhle nvion, called Type 300, being produced by Du Pont in
rilot plant gquantities. The smoother surface provided by the
hending process caused less firictiaon, less heat build-up and
leas down time. It was vary well received by the trada, My
job was to s2t up and handle the production and handling of
the bonding anlutions and also to develop arn extensive line
of onlors.

B

In May, 1955 our daugh*er Beverly was barn. and in
August of that vear Putnarm was inundated by 3 terrible flood.
I was among zevearal whe worre cut-off by the fland and btrapped
for a very wild pight at the plant. We had the river on one
side and a raflread cut on the nther side that had become 2
traging toreesnt, 90 there was oo ezcape. To make matters
worse, the plant of our neighbor Just across the river was
burning and sending showers of sparks in pur direction. He
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Walter £, Craw
An Autchingraphy

was In the pyrotechnics business and had illegally stored
large quantities of pawdered magnesium in drums in his plant.
Some af the drums found their way into the river and went ~ff
like bomhs downetream from ths nlant. Qur building, =2
typical old New England brick building of five floors was
pretty tough, and we managsed to zave it by forming a bhucket
brigade to ecarry water up tc the rcof. As an added attraction
the No. 4 fuel cil contained :n underground tanks floated to
the surface, thoroughly cnating everything in  the hasement
With a thick, sticky ceating of zil. The clean Ul was a tazxk
af gargantuan proportions.

At about this time Du Pont approached our management
with an offer to license us toc produce the Type &00Q wmylon. It
had not Jived up to their marketing expectations, and they
wanter! to spin it eoff. This resulted in the formaticon of
Belding Chemical Tndustries as a subsidiary to Belding
Hemmingway On,

BCI was set up ir another old mill building ir the
nearby town 0f Thompscn. The Type 800 process ‘s not =
polymerization procese but rather a modification process in
which 4:4 nylnn is reacted =i*h methannl and farmaldehyde ta
forrm mathoxymethyl groups Aalnrg  the 6:5 backhare and thus
rendering it aleohol soluble, When applied as a onating it
can be cross-linked with acid o©atalyst, giving 1t excellent
matsture resistance. In addition to our captive use in thread
bording, 1t was wused bty a large rubber company as =
hydrocarbon harrier in lamirated fuel cells used ir aircraft
wings,

I was Supervisor at 8CT urtil 1970 when T was promoted
to Plant Manager - 2 position 1 held until my retirement.

In the 1960°s we expanded our operation to include
palymerization of a wvariety of inylon polymers. including &:6
(From the & carbeon hexametinlene diamine and the & carbon
adipic acid} 6:10 (hexamethylene diamine and the 10 ocarbon
sebanic acid) and & (caprolactam)., We mainly produced these
as capolymers and terpclymers for 3 wide variety of end uses
-not only ferr solution applications, but also for injection

molding and extrusion, These are truly engineering resins,
and in many cases we were required to provide certification
of phyaical properties with each shipment, Cwr unit

aperatinns were quite diverse -in fact I often thought that
the plant bere a striking resemblance to a unit nperations
lab. The pnlymerizatinn process in particular was Very
axacting. It went from high pressure at the start to full
vacuum at the end and had te be ahsplutely free from leaks
under vacnum, Fven 3 wvery slight leak under vacuum would
sause disenloration through axidation.
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WHalter E. Oraw
An Autobiography

In the early :970°'s the Correcticut G.E.P. begar to flex
its muscles. They were to be a large and painful thorr in my
ajde until my reti-ement. Tn my many meetings with them I wasz
ofter appalled at the technical ignarance displayed as well
as the arrngance. They were the white knights defending the
envirarment and we were the dirty industrial pelluters. It
made no differonce that owr dianharges were nnt all that bad
not that we were providing joabs and contributing tn the
G.M.P. Their proud boast was that Connecticut exceeds the
Federal F.P.A. requirements. The nnly passihlz recourse was
theough legal action, nut my corparate maragement had 3 firm
palisy prenluding that, so 1 was doomed te frustratinn. Me
had Lo takas several expensive corrective actions that
probably could have been avoided.

Shortly after my retirement the BC! plar = g
~the polymer business sold and the Tvpe gog';.Fn':’:-"i‘::;sih:r-'r‘é'-'cagm:".I
another company location in North Carolina. Like ;o ménr :?
the old New England mill buildings it has been left +o derav
It‘saddens me  to drive by and zee the windoﬁe broﬁen "tﬁé
brick - work eroding and the weeds growing tall. ’

Thompson, Connecticut
March. 1993



