
John Putnam III 

John Putnam III was born 14 July 1667 at Salem Village, MA to John Putnam Jr and Rebecca Prince.  He 

was made freeman in 1690 and held many minor town offices.  He married a woman named Hannah by 

~1691, and died c. 1737. 

John III was involved in the Salem witch trials.  On 15 February 1692, Hannah Putnam, the wife of John 

Putnam the weaver, gave birth to an apparently healthy daughter.  On 13 April 1692, his two-month-old 

daughter was taken with convulsions.  John is known to have remarked after Rebecca Nurse and Sarah 

Cloyse were arrested that he was not surprised they were witches since their mother (Joanna Towne) had 

been a witch.  He had been “taken with strange kinds of fits” previously but soon recovered.  However, 

now his infant daughter seemed to be dying.  John and his wife Hannah gave a deposition against 

Rebecca Nurse, Mary Etsy, and Sarah Cloyse, as shown in document 362 of the Records of the Salem 

Witch-Hunt: 
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