
Major Thomas Savage 

 

Thomas Savage was born about 1607, probably in England, and arrived from London on the Planter in 

1635.  He died 14 February 1681/2.  He has been stated to be the son of William Savage, a blacksmith in 

Taunton Somersetshire, and was apprenticed by his father 09 January 1620/1 to the Merchant Taylors 

Guild of London.  In addition to being a tailor, he was also a merchant and assumed control of the 

Ironworks on the Saugus.  He was an owner of a considerable amount of land, such as 2,500 acres in 

Braintree, MA alone.  As shown in The Great Migration Begins, Robert Charles Anderson, 1620-1635, 

2013, Thomas held many offices: 

 

 

 



Thomas was admitted to the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company in 1637, as a founder and 

4th signer of the Roll of the Artillery Company.  However, his name is not on the charter since he was 

disarmed (see below).  He held various ranks in the militia: Ensign by 1643, Lieutenant by 27 March 

1648, Captain by 08 March 1651/2.  In May 1653, Commissioners of the United Colonies considered him 

as the possible commander-in-chief of the New England forces in the event of a war with the Dutch.  On 

24 June 1675, he was commissioned Major, led a force of foot soldiers in the expedition of Mount Hope, 

and on 21 February 1675/6 was appointed the commander-in-chief of all the forces at Medfield.  He led 

the forces to Brookfield and then into the Connecticut River Valley. 

Thomas had the right to bear arms, with the Savage Coat of Arms shown below: 

 

Arms: Silver six lions sable 

Crest: Out of a crown gold a lion’s gamb erect 

 

Thomas was first married to Faith Hutchinson, the daughter of William and Anne Marbury, by 1637.  In 

the religious controversy in which his mother-in-law Anne became involved, Thomas was one of her 

adherents.  Prior to her trial, Thomas was disarmed and obliged to leave Boston in late 1637.  With 

William Coddington, William Hutchinson, and others, Thomas purchased Aquidneck of the natives, and 

began the settlement of Rhode Island.  Soon after his arrival at Aquidneck, Thomas recanted and was 

allowed to return to Boston, probably as early as June 1638.  He married second Mary Symmes, the 

daughter of Reverend Zechariah Symmes, on 15 September 1652. 
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